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T. Eozlov

The book vhich I am reviewing has been approved by the educational institue
tions santion of the Centrul Statistios AMlainistration of the Gorplav u8 & text-
book for the courasof instrnstion given to regionsl aml iooel {mspesotors of the
Central Statistics Administretion. Thus, it is a book vhich should give the vast
any of ascounting end statistical workaws a knowledge of Marxzist-Leninist sta-
tistieal heory anld guidamoe 1n gverjday practical work. The basic requiremsmts
of such & work axe that it oloselylibks statistios with the prestics of sceihlist
construction apd national esomomic plamming, and that 1t gives gensrelizatiors
frem JONISENAY supctdense in Soviet stativiiss.

The Short Course in Statistics, howwver, is a ssprration of statistical
theory from ths practice of soolalist s:metruwotion and the sudstitation of hol-
low scholastic definitions, removed from rval political and econcmic tasks, for

real seientific light on the problsms of statistics.

In tha Ghapter "The Nature of Statistios,” the author sayms, "The term 'sta-
tistics' supposes that mmerical data have been obtained on the basis of mass
observaticn, a wethod which pexmits the discovery of those characteristics cf
homogcoeous yhencmena vhioh emerge not only ander the influence of usual csuses,
but from edditional condi“icna which enter in wveirfous combinaiicns.”

This "dafinition” of statistics substitntes ebstrect reasoning about "usual
caunea” and “various ocmbinations” for problems of socialist-ecomomic analysis,
immediatoly orfenting the reaflor awey frem pelitfcs and ssonomios.
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A course in statistics for practical workers in accounting and statistics
should firet of all give & clear and definitive exposition of Merxist-leninist
gtatistical ecience ard 1ts application to statistical prectice in the USSR.
For lower-level accountants and statisticians in State institutions ard economic
orgenizations, & campilation of the most important msthods of processing and an-
alyring date 1& nreded. A terxtbook for workers of this level should tell how “o
cbtain statistical material, process it scientifically, ceollate, anl analyze 1t.

Kreynin 8 book givas considerasble space to materiel wkich could only be
uferi}ood by one having & solid mithematical prepacation (dispersion, analysis,
renge distribution, the lesst squares method, etc.). A grest many such concepts
are used, in hie econaomic a.mlysis. Entirely missing from the bock are & numver
of problems of prims {mportance to the practical worker, such as the method of
reletive msgaitudes exd & mummbar of others, Therse i not a single exmuple of
coherent snalysio of econamic problems by statistical methods given in this book,
which reflects perfectly the politically dipinterested character of all Kreymin's

works. Sl

There 15 not sven & mention of the 1946-1950 Pive-Year Plnn, although the
toxtbook went to press in Kovember 19h6 and ceme out in 1947,

Planneld socialist sconony is unthinkabls without yroperly orgenized so-
counting amd getistios. Stetistics reveal additional ressrves for speeding
the rate of reconstruction, reveal disproportions in ths progress of plan ful-
f111mant, and gake poasible anticipation und elimimstion of such disproportion.

In Ereynin's book, the practical work of Soviel statlstical sgemci¢s is
either sompletaly mrlookod., or mentioned only in a wordl or two, He touches
onla' superficially on the methods of verifylag original data, or on combating

"eyewash"” and 1illegal accouncing.

Ths defects of the bock are not accidental. They are the logical conser
quonco of the false original position taken by the author in theoretical sta-
tietics, Eis is the qmtitutivo, purely formal approach characteristic of
hourgeais statistios.

Lmin cilled this mort of thing mere "exercitez” amd “figure-play” amd
demanded the combianation of thecretical and statistical analysis, with theoret-
1cal aralyois predominmating. "Statistice,” he said, "skould {llustrate sociul-
scoromic relatfonships vhich Yiave bdeen established by thorough analysis, and
not becomo an eud in themselvea...." (V. I. Lenin, Works, %ol IXI, p 39%)

The depruvity of the author's position inevitably leedd him to inaccurate
use of statistipal methods in those fev instences where he does deal with real
economic problems. In this comnectian, I cite his attempt to make an "align-
sant” of the USSR national income fyom 1932 to 1938 by an “exponential curve,”
Thie attempt is unjustifiabdble, theoretically or practically. The uce of this
or other meine cf aligning numerical series Las significance only vhen the
basic line of growth ia claar through the mass of iniicental fluotuaticns.
In these cases "aligmment” gives grephic presentation of the peneral trend mand-
fosted by a mmber of fluctuating values. .The behavior of the patfonal income 1s
banci on other lave éuriTing fros’ ths motwms of ths expanlii'y scolailst mmuation
(vospotzvolstvo), Thwrolers, there is 5o basis or necessity to "aligr” the
dynamic ranges of ths USSR national incoms. It can lead tonothisg but gross
migrepresentation., That 48 exactly what happensd. The.data "computed” by the
author ccmoerning the nationml income do not concur with the factis for ever one of
the years. Theydistort the real dynamics of the income over ik~ period considered,
and &t the aame time shov the ruincus resulte of suhstituting erbitrary fabdrication
of "concevtual modeln” for the study of real economic facts.

We maywell agk: Who nseds such ' statistics,” which, to gratify svery sort of
formalistic exsreiee, destory tho real nourse uf growth of the national economy?
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o Refestioncof analttetdvn coovonle annlysls.led ihc authoite groserdiztortizns
of leninist methodoloyy of groupings, which occuples the most AImportunt place in
soclalist stetdstics. It ig woll known that Lenin attached great fmportance to

tha grouping of statistical raterial and established very important priaciphls

of grouping. He considered che methed of grouping ons of the basic mweans of proc~
esping ard anelyzing statistical data, The author cites two tablee from Lenin's

"The Develommwnt of Capitalfswm in Rugsia."” But these tables are cited by

dreynin in confiimation of the thesis thut the selsction of criterie for grouping

by types “showld be dictated by the problems of separating out corresponding types.” .

Lenin belisved the selection of criteria for grouping wes dictated by the
aeture of the phentmenon beéing studied: "Once 1t has been reccgnized that thers
ars qualitative ap woll as quantitative differences between different farms, there
appsars the absolute pecessity of dividing peasanta into groups distinguishad
uot by prosperity but by social-sconcmic character of the Tarm,” (V. I. Lenin,
Worvs, Vol I, p b8-49) 1In "TheDevelopment of Capitaliem in Russia,” Lenin wrote
o% ae sublect of grouping peasant farms: "Boonomic statietics must be considered
on the baeic of size and type of farm. The oriteria for differentistion of
these types ghould he taken according to regiomsl comditions amd types of cul-
tivetion.”" (V. I. Lenin, Works, Vol III, p 69)

These and many other remarks by lenin on the question of msthodology of
Srouping, we must aseume, ere kmown to the auther of thie course on statistics
which I em reviewivg. But he ignorss Leniu's convept of grouping, a=l presents
hiaown idea that gtatistical grouping iteelf should establish the quslitative
criterie of a given phanomeuon.

Kreyiin's caloulations umit the lower amd highevr groups, that s, the poor
and kulak elements. This mode of calculation Kraynin borrows fro. the Zemstvo
statistics which used this methnd to zloss over the class stratification in the

prarevolutionary village.

He also ignores lenin and Stalin's proncuncements on the theory of mean
vioiunes, He merely explerihs the methods of computing mean’'values and greatly
confuses ths queation. .

Sutdenly and without explanation, the euthor introduces the concspt of
"tunctional criteria” as e Lasis for the selection of several forms of means, But
all that i5 gained frum this 43 simply the "basie” for the necessity of using
the gecretrical mesa. "In many cases,” ws read, "in a fixed period of time,
prodnetisn, productivity of labur, eto., kave a tendency tc grow from year to
Year in & gemetrlral pregrossica ocause of a srstemsilo gear Lo jear changs of
waterial comiitions fcr this growth. In such a case, to arrive at the mean co-
sfficient of growth axd the mean magnitule of the functional eriteris correspond-
ing to 1% (for exampie, the average production o¥ver a given period of time,
corresponding to the general comdlifons for this growth), 1t 1s mecessary to sesk
the geometrical meun."

It i8 evident from the above quotation that the author -ropoees to use a
geomwtrical mean for the culculation of the wean coefficient of growtk where the
exponsnt changes in the geometrical progression. But there is nc need in thie
case t: corpute a msan at all. From methemetics we know that a geomstrical pro-
greasion is & series of numbers in vhich each succeeding term is obtained by
increasing the precedin; tera by one and the same factor (coefficient), this
factor remaining constant for a given weries, Wo may then ask, why campute the
mean once the soefficient does not change? On the contrary, the gecmetrical
mem 48 used where the cosfficients of growth are diverse.

The author confures the qusstion of using the gecmsirical mean even further
by introducing the propo=al that aligmment by exponmertial curve be used for
detersining the averags percentage of growth, and by hic thesis of "growtk or
decrease of the magritude of the phenocmanon ir & gecmetrical Irogrsssion.”™ - It ie
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shmile T ey anther also ddstorts the Ioninist-Stelinist principles of analysis in
i R the chapier "Tiee Sscles.” Stalin has, vith fhe grestest profundity and in-
cluglvensss, developod quastions of level anditempo, of percemt incremsnt, of
1niaves of economic levwl of national giowth. Kreynin confinss himself to
S S qucting one pussage from Stalin's worka, com_iernine percent increment, in the
R g sortion "Preparation of Time Ssries for Analysts.” Rvidently, the author belisves
' e . that the troe sertes analysis is aligmment mceording %o scme curve or other which
d& encrent in bovrgeols statistics, whilo Stalin's method 1s only & “preparation
for avalysis.”

9 " The cheptor callsd “The Method Selected” is largely an exposition of the Sl
: i idene of the Buglish bourgeois scholars, Student and Remald Fisher. Blindly arsd R
. v uncritically, be bows hefore bourgeois statistios, corplutely cmitting the
’ Merxist~leninst evaluation of their apologist nature.

Beside units of cbservation, the author bslieves it nscsssary to bring in
the concept of units of accounting. But just how does a unit of accounting
d1ffer from 2 unit of observation? "Ve must djstinguish between a unit cf ac-
counting amd a unit of observation.” writes Kreynin. "The determination of the
quantity of the unit of aScounting serves to clarify the magnitule of the phenow-
enon relative to ony wmit of observation,” What, for instance, would be the
Quentity of the noit of ascounting whioh would clarify "ihe magnitvde of the
phsnomencn relative to ons unit of obeervation® 4n the taking of a cemsus where
the unit of obmervetionis one person? .

The author slao dfatoris the question of clagsificaticn of oriteria, e
puts all criteria into two categories--factorial ani resultant. There is no
Justification for such a division. Sex, age, and many other oriteria cannot
s fistad into either category. .

Xreynin writes, "The monographic method is related to statistical methods
‘ of ocllection and enalysia of materlals cbserved. This wathod 1s cne of da«
B soTiption amd charecterization of typical objectu of cns group, the da:. from
AT . vhioh can Yo applisd to “he totality of ihose objeots. By amoh & method can be
. undartakan decoriptions of supareto villages, farsa, faciories, plants, eto.
Thoso facis vhich do not gein refleciion in current sceommiing would get iu, in
thia typa of rersarch,” Such a definition of the monographic method 1s meocrrect.
It io oot alvays pcssible to apply Gata obtainsl by meaographic. ressarch to a
E totality of obJevts. For example, it wwuld ba an srror to compute the gross
1 yield of grain by the'Xolkhoz of a given odlast, not to meation tha TBER as a whole,
o) B on the basis of data on the aversge productivity of one or sereral kolkhozy even
- sranting they wwre trpleal kolkhozr.

Ersynin givea the averege outpute for ons worker per ysar in iron ard stesl
pianty, grouped sccomdiing to zxtent of recomstruction (vhicg for some reason the .
authcr oalls "technicalatals of equizment®). All three avarage ouipu’ie &rv in- B
e correstly calsulated and without weight. The perscn studying thia is being N
v E trainel to dc the operation as 1t should nct te dome, and as no ome does 1t.

The publication of this book wes & blunler cn the part of the Gosplanizdat
(state Planning Coredsaion Publishing Houss) amd 1ts director, I. Yu. Plsarev,
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